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siastical courts. About sixty years afterwards, Simon, a monk of Walden, began to read these laws in the University of Cambridge, and the next year in Oxford. The second volume was collected and arranged bv Pope Boniface VIII. and published about the 27th year of our King Edward I. A.D. 1298. The third volume was collected by Pope Clement V. and published in the Council of Vienna, and likewise here, 2 Edward II. A.D. 1308, and from him were called Clementines. These Decretals were never received here, or any where else, but only in the Pope's dominions, which are therefore called by Canonists Patrice obediently as particularly the Canon concerning the investiture of Bishops by a lay hand. John Andreas, a famous Canonist in the fourteenth century, wrote a Commentary on these Decretals, which he entitled Novella?, from a very beautiful daughter he had of that name, whom he bred a scholar; and the father being a professor of the law at Bologna, had instructed his daughter so well in it, that she assisted him in reading lectures to his scholars, and therefore to perpetuate her memory, he gave that book the title of Novella from her name.
About the tenth year of the said King Edward II. Pope John XXII. published his extravagants. But as to us here in England; even at that time when the papal authority was at the highest, none of these foreign canons, or any new canons, made at any national or provincial synod here, had any manner of force, if they were against the prerogative of the king, or the laws of the land. It is true, that every Christian nation where the Pope's supremacy was acknowledged, sent some Bishops, Abbots, or Priors, to those foreign councils, and generally four were sent out of England; and it was by those means, together with the allowance of the civil power, that some canons made there were received here, but such as were against the laws were totally rejected.
But some of these foreign canons were received here, and obtained the force of laws, by the general approbation of the king and people, (though it may be difficult to know what these canons are) and it was upon this pretence that the Pope claimed an ecclesiastical jurisdiction here, independent of the king, and sent his legates hither,